The History of Sweet Springs 
Monroe County, West Virginia 


Discovery And Early Owners 

The healing miracle of the Sweet Springs was a legend be- 


















I at Sweet Springs for a few years) 
cabins which leaked during hard 
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all cot bedstead, a mattrese [sic], 










able to finance the venture. Also local tradition and family 


legends hint that he might have lost it at the ‘gaming table" 
The debt incurred by Lewis amounted to the magnificent sum 
of SfU.ttS. excluding a debt owed by both John B. Lewis and 







































way, but due to enemy action he returned by way of Coving¬ 
ton instead.” Also, following the Lynchburg Raid the Federal 
troops returned to Charleston, West Virginia, by way of New¬ 
castle, Sweet Springs, White Sulphur Springs, and Meadow 
Bluff. 40 Both expeditions caused the usual military depreda¬ 
tions on the valley of Sweet Springs, but miraculously the 








to the State of West Virginia for the proposed second hospital 
for the insane, which the legislature was expected to author¬ 
ize. The complete property was offered to the State for 
$250,000, about half of its original cost." 3 For some reason, 
perhaps through lack of funds, the State failed to authorize 
the proposed hospital. 

At the time of his death in 1888, Oliver Beime was recog¬ 
nized as one of the richest men in West Virginia. Besides his 
vast holdings in West Virginia, which amounted to about 8,031 
acres, 43 he held land in Virginia and Louisiana. He probably 
paid more in taxes than all the rest of the community put 
together. The land book of 1886 shows that the Sweet Springs 
land was worth $75,000 and the total for the buildings and land 
was $83,568. This is the evaluation of the property for tax 
purposes and not the sale valtie of it. However, by 1892 the 
total evaluation of the land and the buildings decreased to 
only $75,200. Apparently the heirs to whom the property 
passed after Beime’s death could not or did not desire to keep 
up the resort. It was kept open to the public during those years 
with the help of managers. 

The heirs to Beime’s property were his daughter, Nannie 
Van Ahlefeldt, and his grandchildren, the children of William 
Porcher Miles. Thus, all the property except Walnut Grove, 
the Beime home at Union, Monroe County, passed into the 
hands of the grandchildren. Mrs. Von Ahlefeldt got Walnut 
Grove. Executors of the will were Hugh Caperton, W. G. 
Caperton, and William Porcher Miles, Beirne’s son-in-law. 44 

On January 14, 1895, the executors turned over the entire 
estate to the heirs, the grandchildren. From that time forth 
the property was gradually sold, including the Lewis Place 
*hu h was sold in 1922 to John and Grover G. Mitchell. Charles 
E Lynch, Lon Talbott, C. Thomas Slbold, and Sam A. Lynch. 4 ' 

On December 15, 1903, the property at Sweet Springs was 
•aid to the Old Swo t Spring! Company headed by Charles C. 











































West Virginia History 


It may be noted that there is a discrepancy of $5,000 between 
the amount of money quoted in the Deed Book as being r*w 
for the resort and what the Monroe Watchmen reports, ft 
be a typographical error. 

Unfortunately for the community, the operation ot the 
Springs as a sanitarium was not successful. There seems to bn 
no official reason for this, but one might guess that the valley 
in which the spring is located is much too damp for tubercular 
patients, or perhaps the reason was a lack of funds from which 
to run the two institutions for the same purpose. At any rate, 
the state legislature ordered the institution closed ir 1943. 

It was opened again in 1945 as a guest home for the old 
people of the State of West Virginia. It is being used today in 
this capacity. It is called the Andrew Rowan Memorial Home 
after the man who carried the message to Garcia during the 
Spanish-American War It was opened to its first guest in July, 
1945. In 1947 an appropriation by the legislature enabled some 
improvements to be made on the grounds and buildings, but 
the biggest aid came in 1949 when the Jefferson Building was 


By the summer of 1952 there were about 400 guests there. Of 
these, approximately half had aid from the Department of 
Public Assistance, thirty percent were mildly senile, and eight¬ 
een percent came from the Welch or Fairmont Emergency 
Hospitals.*’ About two percent paid their way As can be seen, 
most of the guests came to Sweet Springs through the Depart- 
™ythe°SUte bliC Assistance and were con >Pletely provided for 


Description of Old Sweet 

As stated previously, in the beginning the resort was nothin,, 
to courthouse WaS ** d 








was made more exclusive by a boxwood hedge, and the gentle¬ 
men’s was on the left. A high brick wall divided the pool 
into two sections. 60 


As late as 1890 guests were thrilled by the beauty and gran¬ 
deur of the great hotel. Visitors, alighting from the stage, 
entered the west end of the hotel into a room covered with 
velvet carpeting and set with carved sofa and chairs. Draped 
damask hung from brass cornice. Up a few steps was a narrow 
corridor extending the entire length of the ground floor along 
which were shoe-shine parlors, barber shops, flunkies’ quarters, 
and the like. The bar, which adjoined a large game room, was 
brick paved, with arched brick columns, and two huge brick 
fireplaces in which cord-length logs glowed constantly. Here 
*l*o were two very handsome billiard tables, comfortable 
•wtm, and chairs for men only. 61 












































the kind of foods served at Sweet Springs in those early days, 
but one can imagine that it was very much the same as that 
served at White Sulphur Springs and the other leading resorts. 


In the early fall of 1794 there came to Sweet Springs one 
James McHenry, a physician and personal friend of George 
Waahmgtan McHenry, also something of a geologist, took a 
dim »>cw of moat of the goings on at the Springs, and he left 
iur us an earellonl picture of the eating hours of the guests. 
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jouriial the statement was made that board per day would be 
$3.00, per month $75, for more months $60 per month.* 5 
Laundry in the early days and as late as the turn of the 
century was done by hand by the hotel help. It could be priced 
anywhere from 50 cents to $4.00. The cost of laundry varied, 
Sometimes it cost more to have one piece done than it did 
k) a whole laundry. This was probably due to the difficulty 
- .t more than to the amount. 

The resort was closed during the Civil War but reopened in 
"17. On September 4, 1887, General Robert E. Lee is quoted 


































“ extravagantly high for th. 
^arbably low/’Again, 

and chickens at six cents pc 


latter, as hay, oats, and corn are 
and you may frequently purchase 
id mutton at three cents, per lb. 
r pair; of fish the supply is small 


The kind of amusements one enjoyed probably was due to 
what the patient had come to the Springs for—some came as 
invalids, some as socialites, and some as nurses for the in¬ 
valids. Of this latter group one person wrote: “This is about 
one of the dullest places I ever was in. The first two days we 
spent here I felt perfectly homesick.”" 5 ' She was pleased to 
admit, however, that she was getting used to it and was glad 
to see that “Pa” was getting better. Then she deplored the 
circumstances which send poor invalids to “these confortless 
spas.’"" In fact, it seems that poor Miss Van Lew’s only source 
of entertainment was the fleas which she attempted to extermi¬ 
nate as they could be seen “in great glee jumping about the 
•loor in a style that seemed to set human nature in defiance.” 10 


One thing all the spas had in common was lack of space. 
Overt* complained about cramped living quarters, but worse 









•ndicate exactly who they were, but in all probability the same 
■Eportant personages who visited the other spas came to Sweet 
Springs. These included President Martin Van Buren, Presi¬ 
dent John Tyler, Henry Clay, the Bonaparte family, and others 
“ * hoD1 w * c *o only guess. Following the Civil War many 
>h* Confederate leader*, particularly the military, visited 












